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Cold weather may
net cause rain

'dq)arnnentisclowynmﬁ
itoring the weather changes and if

there is an indicator, we will issue an
a@dsgry she told mmszmus

Shemmd the standard Operating
procedure was to issue an advisory
' 24 and 48 hou:s before
such an event.

“We are still in the northeast mon-
soon period and it is normal to ex-
perience a few episodes of heavy
rain.”

On the possibility of heavy rains
cauﬂngﬁoods,shesaiditdepﬁed

onthe«gnsoo
she said Kuala Krai in Kelantan
broke the record with its temper-
ature dropping significantly from
the 32°C on Jan 710 17.2°C on Jan 22.
Several countries in the region
were also experiencing colder
weather, with northern Vietnam
snowing last month and Thailand’s
capital, Bangkok, hitting 15°C.
Alocal daily reported an oceanog-
rapher had advised Malaysians to
watch out for heavy rain that could
cause floods in the next few days
following the cooler weather.

 Universiti Teknologi Malaysia'
Institute of Geospatial Science and
Technology Professor Dr
Maged Mahmoud Marghany said
the cold monsoon wind could get
trapped in the warm atmospheric
front once it hit the land mass in the
east coast, Sabah and Sarawak.

He said in June 2006 forest fires in
Indonesia resulted in increased hu-
midity and heat in the atmosphere
and due to the slow, weak wind
above Johor, the heat hovered in the
area during the monsoon season.

When the cold northeast mon-
soon wind converged with the heat,
it resulted in heavy rain and floods
in Johor, the state nearest to the
forest fire, he said.

According to a statement in the
Meteorological Department’s web-
site, January and February are wmdml
are -
atively low oompated with t.hat of
the other months.

The cooler than normal temper-
ature in most areas, especially in the
eastern and northern areas of the
peninsula, was due to the strong
north-easterly winds from mainland
China, which was currently expe-
riencing winter.

In addition, less cloud coverage
throughout the peninsula this week
also helped to lower the temperature |
at night and in the early morning.

Based on the weather conditions
and wind direction for the next few
days, the cooler weather was expect-
ed to continue until early this week.
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Visibility levels drop in west coast

Hotspots in neighbouring countries a possible cause
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Towers and KL Tower from her 19th
floor apartment in Taman Tun Dr

“Even though there is no smoky
smell,lﬁem:ehazelsgemngwmse

she had observed her baby son’s
“eczema flare up after the “haze”
‘appeared on y afternoon.

“She said she could barely make
~ out the skyline of the Petronas Twin

~ due to the 500

Normal visibility levels are from a
range of 10km and further.

However, air quality remained at
goodandumderatelevels.wlﬁl
reoordingmepoorstreading

more than 300 respectively.

The reduced vmblht)(fl could g
the NOAA-18 Satellite on the
Meteorological Service Singapore’s

website, for the areas of Cambodia,
Vietnam, Thailand and Laos.

~ The hotspot map for that region
showed ofﬂxehotspotswere
concentrated in Cambodia and
spread out into Thailand and Laos.
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Expect strong winds, rough seas
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Coal burning brings haze in cold M'sia

Extreme winter in China sees winds blowing coal soot to Malaysia, says expert

THE cold winter conditions in
China that is forcing its citi-
zens to rely heavily on burning
coal to keep warm could be the
contributing factor of the hazy
situation in the country.

Pollution scientist Prof Dr K.
Narayanan observed that the
winds may have carried fine
soot to the Southeast Asian re-
gion.

"There are many factors that
contribute to such instances. As
coal is heavily used in China,
the winds could carry the soot
to this part of the world result-
ing in the current hazy condi-
tions in Kuala Lumpur and else-
where," said Narayanan.

"The winds from China are
known to carry dust particles
from the Gobi desert to as far
as Japan, Korea and even Cali-
fornia."

He said Malaysia was experi-
encing a strange phenomena as
hazy conditions in the country
were usually seen later in the
year.

Narayanan, who was with
University of Keil in Germany
and had been with Universiti
Putra Malaysia faculty of envi-
ronmental studies for the past
10 months, said the automobile
pollution in the country further
aggravated the situation.

“The pollution level is very
unhealthy. [ call this local cool-
ing, global warming."

Narayanan said tropical coun-
tries would experience more
rainfall resulting in landslides
due to the drastic changes in
global weather.

"I was in Germany for Christ-
mas last month and it was
12° Celsius. It was the hottest
Christmas 1 have ever experi-
enced.

"Now we are experiencing
chilly weather in some parts
of Malaysia. This is all the re-
sult of climate change which is
driven by human activity."

He was also in Korea for eight
months and was told by the lo-
cals that Korea no longer expe-
rienced four seasons but only a
long summer and a short win-
ter.

He stressed the need for peo-
ple to change their lifestyle.

"Why are there four vehicles
in a single household? There
needs to be a proper public
transportation system and we
must encourage car pooling."

The Malaysian Meteorological
Department said yesterday's Air
Pollution Index (API) reading

kL

HAZE TOO SOON: Malaysians have been taken aback by the early arrival of hare as the city's landmarks like the Petronas Twin Towers were blanketed by smog over the

weekend — Pic: FIRDAUS LATIF

was moderate in several loca-
tions. SK Jalan Pegoh was 82
(at 3pm), 80 in Cheras (3pm)
and 77 in Banting (3pm). Good
API readings are between 0-50,
moderate (51-100), unhealthy
(100-200), very unhealthy
(200-300) and hazardous is a
reading of 300 and above.

Last June, the API in Muar,
Johor, hit 746. The worst APl
reading in the country was 860,
recorded in Sarawak in 1997.

"While the peninsula can
generally expect a decrease in
rainfall for the next few days,
rain and thunderstorms are ex-
pected to occur during Chinese
New Year in West Coast states
such as Perak, Selangor, Negri
Sembilan and Johor, especially
in the afternoons,” read a state-

ment from the Meteorological
Department.

A press statement from the de-
partment on Jan 23 explained
temperatures in January and
February were relatively low
compared to other months.

"The cooler-than-normal air
temperature in most areas this
week, especially those in the
eastern and northern areas of
the peninsula, is due to strong
north easterly winds from
mainland China, which is cur-
rently experiencing winter," it
said.

Areas that recorded low tem-
peratures on Saturday were
Batu Embun (22°C), Chuping
(22°C), Kuantan (21°C), Kota
Baru (20°C) and Kuala Krai
(19°C)

CHILLY SUPPER: Several patrons at the Jalan Sekolah Derma food court in Kangar wear
thick jackets while dining out — BERNAMApic
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By HAN KAR KAY
Karkay@mmail.com.my

THE northern region, especially
Perlis, has been experiencing the
coldest temperatures in recent
years due to cold winds from the
northeast monsoon.

A check by The Malay Mail
yesterday found the situation in
Chuping was a far cry from its
reputation for being the hottest
Malaysian state with a tempera-
ture of 40.1°C recorded in 1998.

Despite the lowest temperature
recorded yesterday at 22°C, the
locals were undeterred by the
biting cold and continued with
their daily routine. However,
many were clad in heavy warm
clothings such as windbreakers.

According to locals, it was
the coldest January in the last
decade.
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Food stall operator-cum-farmer
Rustum Talib, 42, described the
biting cold as the worst in the
last 20 years.

"Although there was no rain,
the pool of cold air swept across
Chuping daily in the morning
until 10am and between Spm
and 7pm.

"This phenomenon is rare be-
cause from December until
March, the rainy season is sup-
posed to be subsiding to a hotter
climate.

"Due to the strong winds with
the lowest temperature at 25°C,
we had to bring extra clothing
outdoors,” he said, adding that
the temperature shot up to 35°
in the afternoon. g

Rustum also complained that
the unusually cool weather had
an impact on rice crop.

"The rice harvest produced is

not of good quality compared to
previous years.

"This is because it flowered ear-
ly because of lower temperatures
that had affected the fertilisa-
tion, thus causing the empty rice
husks,” he said.

Postgraduate student Nurul
Shuhaida Abdul Rahim, 28, said
it was her first time experiencing
a cold January in the past seven
years.

“The unusually cold weather
began some two weeks back and
the wind is especially strong in
the evening," said Nurul, from
Kelantan.

The Malay Mail observed
that strong winds lasted few
hours until 1lam before the
heat sinks in. ;

In Kangar and Arau, many were
seen using umbrellas or resort-
ing to hats to shield them from

the extreme weather changes,
particularly the scorching hot
sun at noon.

_Forecast by the Meteorologi-
cal Department is that Chuping
will experience temperatures of
between 22°C and 32°C with no
rain.

In other northemn regions, the
temperature in Alor Star is fore-
cast to be between 21°C and
32°C, while in George Town,
the temperature will ba between
24°C and 32°C.

CHILLY DAYS: Rustum wears a
windbreaker as he tends to his
food stall with his wife Zarina
Yaacob, 42, in Chuping, Perlis

yesterday.
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